
 

 

 

 

 

 
Parish Priest  Message 
 

             Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
I am inspired to write 
this message after 
celebrating the 
Sunday of the Word 
of God on 24th Jan 
2021. St. Francis of 
Assisi is known as the 
second Christ, 
because he imitated 
Jesus of the Gospels 
very closely. Without 
daily reading how 
can we imitate Him! 
Gandhi is known as the father of the Nation of India. He was a 
Hindu by religion. Someone gave him a Bible. He started reading 
it and he was so fascinated with it; especially the beatitudes. He 
said “this is the solution to all the human problems and he 
started practicing them."  
 

When we started New Year we must have made one or more 
resolutions. In case if we have not made any resolution for the 
New Year or if we have made and not able to put into practice, 
this is just the second month to review our life and renew or to 
make another new resolution to read daily the Word of God 
which is certainly life giving.  
 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis declared the third Sunday in 
Ordinary time as the “Sunday of the Word of God” inviting all 
Catholics making the Sacred Scriptures part of their everyday 
lives. It is an opportunity for all of us making an intentional 
renewing of our commitment to the daily reading of the most 
important and powerful book.   
 

The Word of God is more than the Bible. The Word of God is 
Jesus Himself. Jesus is the Word of God in person.  When we 
read the Word of God, the Word of God abides in us! 
 

Word of God is intimately connected with prayer. Pope John 
Paul II told us in his letter in the new millennium, "Prayer must 
be founded on the Word of God."  Hence without an intimate 
knowledge and love for the Word of God, our prayer life can 
become shallow.  In other words, only those who are in contact 
with the Word will pray deeply from their heart." 
 

Word of God is life giving. Jesus said “Man shall not live on 
bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God” (Matthew 4:4). Let us not begin our day by scrolling 
through our phone or listening to the news. Let not the last thing 
that fills our mind each day be something other than the Word 
of God. None of those things are going to feed our soul. 
 

Word of God is a great strength. During these days of 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

uncertainty and unrest, it’s important to start and end our day 
by refuelling our soul. Our soul is the way we think, feel, and 
choose. Just like our physical body has to be fed every day to 
stay healthy, so does our soul. If we are feeding our soul, we’re 
going to be energised emotionally and spiritually. The Bible is 
life! We feed on it every day so that we are consistently 
nourished and growing in truth and love. 
 

If we only develop one new habit during this pandemic, let it be 
starting and ending our day in God’s Word. It doesn’t matter 
how long we read. It matters how we let God’s Word change 
us—how we see ourselves and others in light of God’s love, how 
we view our circumstances, and how our relationship with God 
deepens and grows. 
 

Word of God comforts. “The Sovereign Lord has given me his 
words of wisdom, so that I know how to comfort the weary. 
Morning by morning he wakens me and opens my 
understanding to his will" (Isaiah 50:4).  Are you weary and worn 
down? Our work, our problems and our situations can lead us to 
tensions, stress and distress.  Word of God has inspiration and 
guidance which can guide us through these situations. Hence let 
us nourish our souls and stay emotionally healthy by starting 
and ending each day with the Word of God. 
 

Word of God knocks, calls and 
inspires to respond.  Pope Francis 
in his homily on the Sunday of the 
Word of God said, "Jesus Christ is 
knocking at our door in the words of 
sacred scripture. If we hear his voice 
and open the doors of our minds 
and hearts, then he will enter our 
lives and remain ever with us."  It 
happened with apostles. 
 

When Jesus called his first apostles, “Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him” (Mark 1:20). Why immediately? Simply 
because they felt drawn. They did not hurry off because they 
had received an order, but because they were drawn by love. To 
follow Jesus, mere good works are not enough; we have to listen 
daily to his call.  He comes and dwells in us. He, who alone knows 
us and who loves us fully, leads us to put out into the deep of 
life, just as he did with the disciples who heard him.  That is why 
we need his word, so that we can hear, amid the thousands of 
other words in our daily lives, that Word that speaks to us not 
about things, but about life. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us make room inside ourselves for 
the word of God! Each day, let us read a small passage, or a verse 
or two of the Bible. Let us begin with the Gospel, and allow it to 
inspire us daily. We will discover that God is close to us, that he 
dispels our darkness and, with great love, leads our lives into 
deep waters. 
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Word of God can heal us and transform us. Pope Francis said, 
as "Jesus passed through all of that varied and complex region 
(Galilee, Jerusalem, Samaria…). In the same way, he is not afraid 
to explore the terrain of our hearts and to enter the roughest 
and most difficult corners of our lives. He knows that his mercy 
alone can heal us, his presence alone can transform us and his 
word alone can renew us. So let us open the winding paths of 
our hearts – those paths we have inside us that we do not wish 
to see or that we hide – to him, who walked “the road by the 
sea”; let us welcome into our hearts his word, which is “living 
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword… and able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12).   As 
Jesus said, 'one who listens to the Word of God and practices is 
a wise man who built one's house on the firm foundation, which 
is Jesus himself' (Matthew7:24).  Our marriages, our families, 
our children and our lives should be built on the firm foundation 
of the Word of God.    
May God bless us all and grant this grace to listen to his Word 
and his Words be soothing, healing and life giving blessings in 
our lives. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feb 2 Presentation of the Lord  
Feb 3 St. Blaise 
Feb 17 Ash Wednesday 
Feb 22 Chair of St. Peter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://massregistration.spc.sanjog.tech/ 
 
 
 

Holy Mass live streaming will 
be available on YouTube : 
Please type on YouTube search:  
("St Paul's Catholic Church Musaffah live streaming") 

 

  BIBLE QUIZ FEBRUARY-2021  
1. Who was Moses’ successor after his death? 
2. Fill in the blank. “Come to Me, all who are weary and  

heavy-laden, and I will give you ……….” 
3. Looking for a wife for Isaac, whom did Abraham's servant find for 

him? 
4. Whose father gave him a coat of many colours. 
5. Which apostle was a tax collector?  

 

Your answers along with your name, age and contact details shall 
be submitted at the parish office on or before  1st March 2021.             

OR Email:      voiceofstpauls@gmail.com 
    Bible Quiz  Winners January -2021 

1. Amika  Abeysinghe - Grade 5 
2. Tesia Lawrence -  Grade 5  
3. Deron Lawrence  - Grade 7  

The word “Repent” is repeated 
every year at the time of Lent. 
And this year 2021 is no 
exception. A beautiful illustration 
of the conversion story is the 
parable of the prodigal son. The 

younger son parts from his father, takes his share, goes out of 
the father’s house, leads a prodigal way of life, destroys his 
health, wastes his energy, spoils himself. But one fine day, he 
realizes the situation he was in. He realizes how he ought to be 
against how he was then.  
 

He decides from his heart, repents, and goes back to his Father. 
He would not turn again to the old life. Yes. Our conversion story 
ideally should be such as this, to return forever to the Father’s 
mantle. But we find ourselves going back to the life we said we 
were ashamed of. We return to the pit from 
where we shook ourselves up and started a 
new life. We tend to fall and re-fall. The son 
in the story had only one scene of 
repentance. We however find ourselves in a 
dire need of repentance time and again. 
 

The sacrament of Penance is the first step in 
returning to the Father from whom one has 
strayed by sin (CCC Para 1423). It is true that when we were born 
again through the sacrament of baptism, we were made holy 
and without blemish, nevertheless the new life so, has not 
abolished the frailty and weakness of human nature, nor the 
inclination to sin. But by the grace of Jesus, we have the 
sacrament of Penance to find our real place in Father’s house. 
 

Let us remember the great love that Jesus has for us. If only we 
knew how much it would hurt him, if only we knew that how 
much tears he sheds for our transgression, our conversion 
would be steady. For it is love that binds us with him. In the acts 
of the Apostles, we read of a persecutor named Saul who has a 
life changing experience one midday. We remember and 
celebrate the conversion of St. Paul as a feast day every year on 
25th January. Should we also not have our own day of conversion 
to commemorate? Let us celebrate with the angels. “In the 
same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 
one sinner repenting than over ninety-nine upright people who 
have no need of repentance” (Luke 15:7) 
 

There are two conversions in the Church, "that of water and 
tears: the water of Baptism and the tears of repentance” – St. 
Ambrose. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Mass Registration Link  

Holy Mass Live Stream  

Church Events 

Fr. Maxim Cardoza, OFM. Cap 

Parish Priest 

 

Vijayan . A 
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Parish Services of Communion (PSC) Core Team 

Editorial Team: Fr. Maxim Cardoza OFM Cap,   Jerry Gomez (Chief Editor),    Jean Zibbin,    Shibu Thomas,     Shital Mohan,    Suresh Saldana 

We invite your Spiritual Messages, Testimonies,   Articles & Special Activity Photos of 
Prayer Groups & Communities 

Please Contact Editorial Team, Parish Office OR 
Email :  voiceofstpauls@gmail.com 

Photo Corner 

Suresh Saldanha           Benny C. Pappu           Desiree Martis                 Sijo Thomas 

     Coordinator              Asst. Coordinator              Secretary                        Treasurer 

 
St. Paul’s Parish Organized COVID-19 Vaccination / PCR Test during the Month of January-2021 

Family Category-English 1St Prize (Musaffah) 

Santhosh Dsouza & Freya Rosche Family  

Family Category-Malayalam 1St Prize (Musaffah) 

Benny Joseph & Annu Benny Family  

CHARIS-NATIONAL SERVICES OF COMMUNION (NSC) Organized Inter Parish Biblical Quiz Competition 2020-2021 

Held On 29-January 2021 


